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[The following article by Cecilia Remon is reprinted with the permission of Noticias Aliadas in Lima,
Peru. It first appeared in the October 2, 2000, edition of the weekly publication Latinamerica Press.]
The scandal that erupted on Sept. 14 with the broadcast of a video showing Vladimiro Montesinos,
de facto head of the Servicio de Inteligencia Nacional (SIN), paying off an opposition congressman
who later switched allegiance to the governing party, did not end with Montesinos' dismissal.
Rather, it cost President Alberto Fujimori the presidency (see NotiSur, 2000-09-22). "Montesinos
is more powerful than Fujimori," Carlos Basombrio, director of the nongovernmental Instituto de
Defensa Legal, said of Peru's current political crisis, one of the worst in the country's history. "The
most recent corruption scandal, in which Montesinos is involved, ended Fujimori's presidency."
The armed forces did not express their support for Fujimori until four days after his Sept. 16
announcement that he had decided to cut short his term and deactivate the SIN, and Montesinos
remained in his job until midnight Sept. 23, when he left the country for Panama. Political analysts
say that, during the week after Fujimori's announcement, the government negotiated an agreement
with Montesinos and the military high command to allow Montesinos to leave the country and to
protect him and his military allies from prosecution.
Video linked to arms deal There are indications that the US also played a key role. A document
from a US government agency that circulated among diplomats in Peru said that "the release of the
video is most likely connected to the delivery of arms to a Colombian guerrilla group a year ago (see
NotiSur, 2000-08-25)."
In a press conference Aug. 21, Fujimori and Montesinos announced that Peruvian intelligence
agents had broken up an international network of arms traffickers, including retired low-level
military officers, who had parachuted weapons to the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de
Colombia (FARC). "The disclosure of the videotape was likely an inside job by a highly placed
mole who may have been working for a US intelligence agency," the document said. It added that
Fujimori's "unexpected decision [to call early elections] diverted public interest from an arms
scandal that could potentially embarrass the United States, as Montesinos' SIN and militaryintelligence services had been cooperating with the United States in the drug war."
After Fujimori decided to run for a much-questioned third term, the administration of US President
Bill Clinton re- evaluated its relations with Peru. There were strong indications that Montesinos was
behind the candidacy and the dirty war unleashed against opposition candidates, and that the SIN
manipulated the election results, which gave the victory to Fujimori (see NotiSur, 2000-06-09).
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"The bribery video was leaked by the [US] Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to cover up its serious
error in trusting Montesinos, who diverted arms, for profit, to Colombian guerrillas who are enemies
of the government of President Andres Pastrana," said a foreign diplomat, who asked to remain
anonymous. "The US is an ally of Colombia and contributes to Plan Colombia. The US wanted
to get rid of Montesinos, because he is dysfunctional and corrupt, and Fujimori because he's
undemocratic."
"The video of the bribery drew public interest away from the arms-trafficking by the SIN, under the
CIA's nose, and in benefit of the Colombian guerrillas," the source added. "There is no doubt that
Montesinos and the military high command are implicated in the arms-trafficking," said political
analyst Fernando Rospigliosi. "They tried to make it look like something they had discovered, but
they are the traffickers. That was probably what broke the link between Montesinos and the CIA."
Montesinos' flight surprised no one. "He left according to his law, imposing conditions that would
guarantee total impunity," the daily newspaper La Republica said.
Montesinos arrived in Panama, where the administration of President Mireya Moscoso is
considering the Peruvian government's request that he be granted territorial asylum. The request
surprised observers because asylum usually is granted to people being persecuted for political
reasons, while Montesinos has been accused of a series of human rights violations.
While Montesinos a former army captain who was cashiered after being charged with espionage
and treason is no longer in Peru, he has left behind an extremely strong network that will continue
to control the country. Not only did he place trusted generals in high positions in the armed forces,
particularly the army, forcing into early retirement many officers with greater seniority, he also
engineered the appointments of judges, magistrates, and government officials, as well as directed
efforts to ensure Fujimori the legislative majority that eluded him in the April 9 election.
One of the agreements that the government reportedly reached with Montesinos and the
military was that commanders of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, as well as other officers close to
Montesinos, would not be removed from their posts before Dec. 31. To keep officers not aligned
with Montesinos out of these positions, on Sept. 21, several generals were sent into early retirement,
including Gen. Carlos Tafur Ganoza, a strong critic of Montesinos, who by seniority would have
taken over command of the army on Jan. 1.
Tafur's removal clears the way for the general command of the armed forces which is usually held
by the army commander- -to be assumed by a man close to Montesinos. The former SIN chief also
has ensured that if the people he placed as heads of the judiciary, Public Ministry, and electoral
agencies are dismissed, members of his circle are in line for the jobs.
Under the law, Jose Portillo, the controversial head of the Oficina Nacional de Procesos Electorales
(ONPE), would be replaced by the agency's manager and Montesinos ally Jose Cavassa. The ONPE
came under fire for vote-counting irregularities in the April 9 election (see NotiSur, 2000-06-09). The
ties between Montesinos and Attorney General Blanca Nelida Colan, who has publicly praised him,
are an open secret. Various judges and prosecutors have covered up irregularities during the 10
years of Fujimori's administration.
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 3

LADB Article Id: 53708
ISSN: 1060-4189

Deactivating Montesinos' network will require political will by both the governing party and the
opposition. At a session of the dialogue sponsored by the Organization of American States (OAS),
the government presented a constitutional reform proposal that included reducing presidential and
congressional terms, changing electoral rules so a presidential candidate could win on the first ballot
with 50% of the vote plus one or with a 10% lead over the nearest opponent, and eliminating the
provision allowing a president to serve two consecutive terms a clause that first appeared in the 1993
Constitution engineered by Fujimori after he closed Congress.
"We mustn't fall into the trap of Fujimori-style legalism," said Basombrio. "Political solutions are
needed to overcome the crisis. The Constitution is a political agreement, and any constitutional
reform requires the political will of all parties. If the entire apparatus mounted by Montesinos
isn't deactivated, he will continue from a distance to control the military high command, judiciary,
Congress, Public Ministry, and electoral authorities. Fujimori-style strategy is based on controlling
and drawing out the transition, doing it on his own terms." Opposition leaders agree that the OASsponsored dialogue is the place where political agreements about the transition must be reached
and decisions made that will pave the way for free and clean elections.

-- End --
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